The Patient Self-Determination Act.
The Patient Self-determination Act (PSDA) of 1990 mandates that individuals receiving medical care must be given written information about their rights under state law to make decisions about medical care, including the right to accept or refuse medical or surgical treatment. The law applies to all health care facilities providing services and receiving federal reimbursement including nursing homes, home health agencies, clinics, and hospitals. This article discusses the impact of this legislation on ambulatory surgery facilities.